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” 

“ 
When events like this happen, we 
always ask the same question: 
how could people be so stupid? 
How could they ignore what is 
now plain to us? There will be a lot 
of answers to that question, but 
I’m willing to bet that a lot of it 
will end up sounding like ‘We’d 
ignored those problems before, 
and it always turned out all right.’ 

 
– Megan McArdle, The Atlantic 

 

Definitions 

Float valve – Valves which convert two-way flow to one-way during cementing process.  

Kick – Any unplanned influxes of gas or fluids. 

Cement bond log test – Acoustic test that determines whether the cement has bonded to casing 
and surrounding formations.  

 

BP’s Well Team Leader “John Guide explained after the 

incident that losing returns ‘was the No. 1 risk.’” 

National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling (pp 99) 

"There is no evidence that [BP's] abandonment changes went through any sort of risk assessment 

or management of change process." 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling (pp 104) 

“But, who cares, it’s done, end of story, will 

probably be fine.”  

BP engineer Brett Cocales in an email to Brian Morel on April 16, 2010. 

“This has been [a] nightmare well which has everyone all over the place.” 
BP Engineer Brian Morel, April 15, 2010.  
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